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F N me to the: annivetſary of my bi 
ſevEmty three years of my life-will then be compleated g; and 
next May, fifty one years will have paſſed, ſince I was firſt 
| honored with the confidence of the people in a-public cha- 
racer. During this: peried, in different capacities, it has been my 
lot to be called td 2 almoſt without intertuption. Four- 
teen years I have had the honor to fill the chief ſeat of government. 
Wich what carefulneſs, with what zeal and attention to your wel- 
fare, I have diſcharged the duties of my ſeveral ſtations, ſome few-of 
you, of equal age with myſelf, can witneſs for me from the beginning. 
— During the later period, none of you are ignorant of the manner in 
' which my public life has been occupied !-— The watchful cares and 
ſolicitude of an eight year's diſtrefing and unuſual war, have alſo fallen 
0 my: ſhare, and have employed many anxious moments of my-lateſt 
time; which have been chearfully devoted to the welfare of my coun- 
try.— Happy am I to find, that all theſe cares, anxieties and ſolicitudes 
are amply compenſated by the noble proſpect which now opens to my 
fellow citizens, of a happy eſtabliſhment (if we are but wiſe to im- 
prove the precious opportunity) in peace, tranquility and national 
„independenc: With ſincere and- lively gratitude to Almighty 
God, 
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( 4 ) 
God, our Great Protector and Deliverer, and with moſt hearty *con- 1 
gratulations to all our citizens, I felicitate you, gentlemen, the other 


Trecen, and all the good people of the State, in this glorious proſpect. 


| impreſſed with theſe ſentiments of gratitude and felicitation.— 
ro viewing the long courſe of years, in which, through various events, 

; have had the pleaſurs, iq ſetve the State, contemplating, with 
'PÞleaſing wonder and ſatisfaction,' at the cloſe of àn àrdudus "conteſt, | 
de noble and enlarged)ſcepps, which now preſent :then{tlves to my £ 
country's view, — and reflecting at the ſame time, on my advanced 

=, ſtage of life,-—a life, worn ont almolt zn "the conſtant” rates of office, | 
\I thiok it my duty to retire from the buſy concerns of public affairs: ; 
that at the evening of my days, I may ſweeten their decline, by devo- 
ting myſelf with leſs avocation, and more attention, to the duties of 
religion, the ſervice of my God, and preparttion for à futate and 
happier ſtate of exiſtence ;—in which pleaſing employment, I ſhall 
not: ceaſe to ramember my dountty, and to make it my 1 prayer, 
'that heaven will not fail to bleſd her with its choiceſt vors. 
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Atithis auſpicious moment, therefore; of my country's happineſs ; 
hen ſhe has juſt reached the goal of her: wiſhes, aud obtained the 
Object, for which ſhe has ſo long contended, and {6 nobly ſtruggled, 
-I have to requeſt the favor from you gentlemen, and through you, 
from all the 'freemen of the State, that; after May next, I may be 
excuſed from any further ſervice in public life ; and that, from this 
time, I may be no longer conſidered as an object of your ſuffrages 
for any public employment in the State. The reaſonableneſs of my 
requeſt, I am perſuaded, will be queſtioned by no one. The length 
of time I have devoted to their ſervice, with my declining ſtate of 
vigor and activity, will, I pleaſe myfelf, form for me, a fſufficiefit 
and unfailing excuſe with my fellow citizens. 2 


At this parting addreſs, 'you will ſuffer me, gentlemen, to thank 

N you, and all the worthy members of preceeding aſſemblies, with 

HS whom I have had the honor to act, for all that affiſtance, counſel, 

A aid and ſupport, which I have ever experienced during my adminiſ- 
| tration 


1 


tration in government; and in the warmth of gratitude to aſſure you, 
that, till my lateſt moments, all your kindneſs to me thall be remem- 
bered and that my conſtant prayer ſhall be employed with Heaven, 
to invoke the Divine Guidance and Direction in your future councils 
and government. | ; | 


Age and experience dictate to me, —and the zeal with which I 
have been known to ſerve the public, tbroagh a long courſe of years, 
will, I truſt, recommend to the attention of the people, ſome few 
thoughts which I ſhall offer to their confideration on this occaſion, as 


my laſt adviſory legacy. ' | | 


I would in the firſt place, entreat my countrymen, as they value 
their own internal welfare and the good of poſterity, that they main 
tain inviolate, by a tri adherence to its original principles, the haps 
py conſtitution under which we have ſo long ſubſiſted as a corporation z 
that for the purpoſes of national happineſs and glory, they will ſup- 
port and ſtrengthen the fœderal union, by every conſtitutional mean 


competent to the great national purpoſes for which that body' was 
inſtituted, is eſſential to our national ſecurity, eſtabliſhment and inde= 


pendence. Whether Congretz is already veſted with ſuch powers, is 


a queſtion, worthy, in my 1 of the moſt ſerious, candid and 
difpaſionate confideration of this legiſlature, and thoſe of all the 
other confederated States. For my own I do not hefitate-to 


powers which are fully adequate to tho ꝓurpoſes of our general ſove- 


which are abſolutely neceſſary to the beſt managem 
of the general weal z or the fulfilment of our own expeQuetions. 


This defect in our fœderal conſtitution, I have already lamented as 


the caufe of many inconveniencies which we have experienced 5 and 


rous if not fatal, to our future union and confederation. In my idea, 
a Cong reis inveſted with full and ſufſicient authorities, is as abſolutely 
= 94 B 3 neceſſary 


W * 


in their power. The exiſtence of a Congreſs, veſted with powers 


pronounce, that in my opinion, that; hody is not poſſeſſed of thoſe _ 


reiguty; nor competent to that energy add exertion of government, 
ent and direction 


unlefs wiſely remedied, will, I foreſee, be productive of evils, diſaſt - 


= (6) 


neceſſary for the great purpoſes of our confederated union, as your 
legiſlature is for the ſupport of internal order, regulation and govern- 
ment, in the State. Both bodies ſhould be intruſted with powers 
fully ſufficient to anſwer the deſign of their ſeveral inſtitutions, — 
Their powers ſhould be diſtinct; they ſhould be clearly defined, 
aſcertained and underſtood. They ſhould be carefully adhered. to; 
they ſhould be watched over with a wakeful and diſtinguiſhing atten- 
tion of the people. But this watchfulneſs is far different from that 
excels of jealouſy, which from a miſtaken fear ot abuſe, witholds the 
neceſſary. powers, and denies the means which ate eſſential to the 
end expeted.—Juſt as ridiculous is this latter diſpoſition, as would 
be the practice of a farmer, who ſhould deprive his labouring man of 
the tools neceſſary for his bufineſs, leſt he ſhould hurt himſelf, or 
injure his employer, and yet expects his work to be accompliſhed, — 
This kind of exceſſi ve jealouſy is, in my view, too prevalent at this 
day; and will, I fear, if not abated, prove a principal means of pre- 
venting the enjoyment of our national independeace and glory, in 
that extent and perfection, which the aſpect of our affairs (were we 
to be wiſe) ſo pleaſingly promiſes to us. My countrymen ! ſuffer me 
to afk,, who are the objects of this jealouſy ? who, my fellow-citizens, 
are the men we have to fear ?—not ſtrangers,” who have no connec- 
tion with our welfare Ino !—they. are the men of our own choice, 
from among ourſelves ;—a choice (if we are faithful to ourſelves) 
dictated by the moſt perfect freedom of election; and that election 
repeated as often as you can wiſh, or is conſiſtent with the good of 
the people. They are our brethren, —aQting for themſelves as well 
as for us, —and ſharers with qs in all the general burthens and bene- 
fits. They are men, who-»from. intereſt, affection and every ſocial. 
tie, have the ſame attachment to our conſtitution. and government as 
ourſelves :—why therefore ſhould we fear them, with this unreaſonable 
jealouſy An our preſent temper of mind, are we not rather to 
fear ourſelves ? to fear the-propriety of our own elections ?—or rather 
to fear, that from this-exceſs of. jealouſy and miſtruſt, each one cauti- 
ous of his neighbour's ove of power, and fearing leſt if he be truſted, 


he would miſuſe it, we ſhall looſe all confidence and government, and 
| every 


„ 


every thing tend to anarchy and confuſion ? from whoſe horrid womb, 
ſhould we plunge into it, will ſpring. a government, that may juſtly 
make us all to tremble. h | 


I would alſo beg, that, for the ſupport of national faith and honor, 
as well as domeſtic tranquility, they would pay the ſtricteſt attention 
to all the ſacred rules of juſtice. and equity, by a faithful obſervance 
and fulfilment of all vublic as well .as private engagements. Public 
expences are unavoidable ;—and thoſe of the late war, altho' they fall 
far ſhort of what might have been expected, when compared with the 
magnitude of the object for which we have contended, the length of 
the conteſt, with our unprepared ſituation and peculiarity of circum» 
ances, yet could not fail to be great ;—but great as they may appear 
to be, hen, for. he defence. of our invaluable rights and liberties, 
the ſupport of our goverament, and our national exiſteffce, they have 
been incurred and allowed by thoſe to whom, by your own choice, 
you have delegated the power, and aſſigned the duty, of watching 
over the common weal, and guarding your intereſts, their public 
engagements are as binding on the people, as your own private con- 
traQs ; and ate to | be. diſcharged with the ſame good faith and 
punQuality.. | ö pO 


I moſt - earneſtly requeſt my fellow. citizens, that they revere and 
actice virtue in all its lovely forms this being the ſureſt and 
beſt eſtabliſhment of national, as well as private felicity and proſpe- 
rity.— That, diſmiſſing as well all local and confined prejudices, as 
unreaſonable and exceſſive jealouſies and ſuſpicions, they ſtudy peace 
and harmony with each other, and with the ſeveral parts of the 
confederated Republic.— That they pay an orderly and reſpectful 
regard to the laws and regulations of government; and that, makin 
a judicious uſe of that freedom and frequency of election, which is 
the great ſecurity and palladium of their. rights, they will place eon- 
fidence in their public officers, and ſubmit their public coneerns, 
with chearfulneſs and readineſs, to the deciſions and determinations 
of..Congreis and their own Legiſlatures ; whoſe collected and united 
wiſdom, 


| (© 3 


wiſdom, the people will find to be a much more ſare dependence, 


than the uncertain voice of popular clamour, which moſt frequently, 


is excited and blown about by the artful and deſigning part of the 
community, to effect particular, and often times, ſiniſter purpoſes. — 
At ſuch times, the ſteady good ſenſe of the virtuous public, wiſely 
exerciſed in a judicious choice of their repreſentatives, and a puhe- 
tual obſervance of their collected counſels, is the ſureſt guide to 
national intereſt, happineſs and ſecurity. 


Finally, my fellow-citizens ! I exhort you to love one another: 
let each one ſtudy the good of his neighbour and of the community, 


as his own : hate ſtrifes, contentions, jealouſies, envy, avarice, and 


every evil work, and ground yourſelves in this faithful and ſure 
axiom, that virtue exalteth a nation, but that fin and evil wor kings, 
are the deſtrution of a people. 1 


I commend you, gentlemen, and the good people of the State, 
with earneſtneis and ardor, to the bleſſing, the protection, the counſel. 
and direction of the great Counſellor and director; whoſe wiſdom 
and power is ſufficient to eſtabliſh you as a great and happy people: 
and wiſhing you the favour of this divine benediction, in my 
public character,. — I bid you a long——a happy adieu. ; 


I am, gentlemen, 
your moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, | 
(Signed) JON”, TRUMBULL. 


A true Copy, 
Examin'd by 
GEORGE WYLLEYS, Secr'y. 
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STATE or CONNECTICUT. 


At a General Aſſembly of the Governor and Company of 


the State of Connecticut, in America; holden at New- 


Haven, on the ſecond Thurſday of October, A. D. 1783. q 


Jo = ER E AS bi Excellmcy JONATHAN TRUMBULL, 
Eſquire, Governor and Commander in Chief in and over the State 
Connecticut, bas fignified in an Addreſs to the General Aſembly, to 
communicated to their Conflituents, his Defre that be might nor, con- 
ring bit advanced Age, be confidered iy the Freemen of this State as 
an object of their Choice at the next General Election; as the Governor 
has declared bis Wifh to retire; after the expiration of bit preſent Ap 
 Paintment, from the Cares and Buſineſs of Government. | 


* 


as their Duty in behaif of their Conſtituents, to expreſs in 


R ESOL V ED by.this ASSEMBLY, That they conſider it 
Terms of the moſt fincere Gratitude, their higheſt Reſpect 


for his Excellency Governor TRUMBULL, for the great and eminent 


Setvices which he has rendered this State during his long and proſ- 
pꝛrous Adminiſtration ; more eſpecially for that diſplay of Wiſdom, 


Juſtice, Fortitude and Magnanimity, joĩned with the-moſt unremitting 


Attention and Perſeverance which he has manifeſted during the late 
ſucceſsful though diſtreſſing War; which muſt place the Chief Ma- 
giſtrate of this State in the rank of thoſe great and worthy Patriots, 
who have eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves as the Defenders of the 
Rights of Mankind. 

And that this Aſſembly conſider it as a moſt gracious diſpenſation 
of Divine Providence, that a Life of ſo much Uſefulneſs has been 
prolonged to ſuch an advanced Age, with an unimpared Vigour and 
activity of Mind. | 

But if the Freemen of this State ſhall think proper to comply with 
his Excellency's Requeſt, it will be the Wiſh of this W 

| C % — 
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bis Succeſſor in Office may poſſeſs thoſe eminent public and private- 
28 Victues, which give ſo much Luſtre to the Character of Him who- . 
has in the moſt-honorable Manner ſo long prefided over this State. 

BD vo | __ | X 

. It is further RESOLVED, That the Secretary preſent to the Go- 

| + T»'+ vernor Trumbull, an authenticated Copy of this Act, as a Teſtimonial 

* hof the Reſpect and Eſteem of the Legiſlature of this State. And the 

3 Secretary is further directed, that as ſoon as he ſhall be furniſhed with 
#33 ſuch Copy, he cauſe the ſame to be printed, together with this A... 


A: true Copy of-Racondsi | | 
Examin'd by | 2 | 
GEORGE WYLLYS, Secr'y.. 
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